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ANCIENT HISTORY OF THE JEWS. 

Tu history of no nation on earth, ancient or modern, excites so 
much sorrow and so little rejoicing as the Post-Biblical History of 
the Jews. It is one long chain of persecution—banishment and 
exile, torture and torment, strangling and burning, and every 


other suffering which the human body is able to endure, every 
insult which the mind can brook. There is scarcely a ray of 


light piercing through the dark pages of that history; there is | 


hardly a sunbeam penetrating its gloomy leaves, many of which 
are saturated with the blood of our pious ancestors, who bore all 
these calamities with a fortitude and resignation unparalleled in 
the records of any other people. . The Jew of the present, there- 
fore, who wades through the annals of the past, can expect no 
amusement or entertainment; he must be prepared for a series of 
tales and facts calculated to rouse pity and indignation, to excite 
melancholy and sadness. Yet one faint glimmer of light may 
perhaps kindle his pious ardour, one ray of Joy may peradventure 
elevate the fervour of his faith. It is the remembrance of that very 
fortitude and resignation with which his devoted ancestors suffered 
all the persecution with which that sad history teems, it is for 
that reflection that we recomm@pd our Jewish brethren not to lose 
sight of their post-biblical history. ‘There is, however, another 
and not less important reason why we deem the history of our 
sufferings a wholesome lecture. In many countries, such as 
England, America, and France, which enjoy the blessings of 
liberty—the fruits of enlightened constitutions, either monarchical 


or republican—the Jews share the same blessings with their — 


Christian brethren. With the exception of a seat in the legisla- 


tive assembly (a privilege, or, rather, a right, which, in the course | 


of very few years, will no doubt be granted to us), the Jews in 


England partake of every boon which the enlightened constitution | 
Lest, therefore, in this enjoyment of heaven’s noblest — 


offers. 
gifts, affluence and freedom, we forget the past whilst intoxicated 


with the present ; lest we grow vain and proud, and, in that spirit — 


of self-praise to which the flesh is heir, we 7 ‘our strength and 


our might has got usall this” (71M Sinn ms MD) ; 
lest the glittering of the chains of gold dazzle our eyes, and we 
forget the chains of iron which formerly fettered us when we 
dared to avow our sacred faith; lest we cut the bond of union 
which alone kept and preserved us, and which alonesdefeated the 
crafty machinations of our enemies, who strove to divide, and to 
annihilate us and our religion ; lest, in a word, we apostatise—we 
will read the post-biblical history of our ancestors ; and is there a 
heart which can remain unmoved, ora mind which can remain placid, 
at the history of that incessant current of vicissitudes and cala- 
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mities which surged against our ancestors, threatening to sink them 


and swallow them up ? at beholding in that history the flames which 
unsparingly burnt so many of our noblest teachers, threatening to 
devour the whole nation, and strew their ashes on the face of @h 

water, like those of the molten calf? And yet through fire and 


water our ancestors went for the sanctification of the glory of God 


What Jew can read such a 
What Jew can hear 


(Joy Sy oma) we 
history, and forsake that glorious faith ? 


_ such tales, and encourage schism and division in, or separation 


from, the ranks of Israel ? 


What Jew can see the sacrifices 
which his ancestors offered on the shrine of their faith—their 


_ property and their lives, the lives of their own parents and chil- 


dren, the life of everything dear to them on earth, rather than 


_forswear the truths in which they had been reared and of which 


_ they were convinced—and yet refuse to bring a small offering, an 


martyrs who fell in the memorable 45 
responding with the year 1096 of the Christian era, and thus 


offering of perishable metal, not more, in comparison with the 
sacrifices of his ancestors, than ‘a handful of flour,” to uphold 
and support the synagogue? It is impossible. Those who thus 
forget themselves in the present, know nothing, or will know 
nothing of the past. Hence the placing of these events before 
them cannot fail in producing a salutary effect on the heart which 
is prone in joy to forget its sorrows. : ope 
Most of the authors of Jewish history, as Basnage, Jost, Mil- 
man, etc., have supplied but scanty information on the events 
which occurred in the fifth thousand years of our calendar, 
corresponding with the eighth century of the Christian era. 
The Christians were ashamed to keep records of their bar- 
barities against the Jews; and the latter were not permitted to 
keep them. Hence the obscurity in which these events are 
clouded. Any bit of MS., therefore, throwing a light on these 
events, and tending to fill up a gap, or connect the links of the 
chain of the history, is invaluable. On our recent visit to Oxford, 
our attention was drawn to such a treasure in the Bodleian Library," 
by the learned Rabbi Hirsch Edelman. The little book formerly 
belonged to the Oppenheim Collection, and on its title page is 
beautifully written, in square Hebrew characters, 
we ayn (Journal of Worms, from 3772 to 3791). On the next 
page the writer put, in round Hebrew characters, 8 WX LINZ 
be MDD Aw (In the month of Eyar, 3963), etc., corresponding 
with 203 of the Christian era, and 135 years after the destruc- 
tion of the Second Temple, which took place in the year 3828 of 
our calendar, about 68 of the Christian era. The genuineness of 
the date thus given to the book in question is, however, we at 
once admit, very doubtful. The question startles us, How is it 
that our great historians and philosophers were ignorant of these 
remarkable events at that ancient period ? Doubting, however, 


the exactness of the date, we are bound to admit the great anti- 


quity of the book, when we read therein a list of the names of 


Jewish martyrs, to the number of 400, followed by a list of the 
year 4856 (12°NN), cor- 


catalogue is marked No. 


| This little book is a quarto, and in the printed 
1807, in the new one, 716. 
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shewing that the former list of martyrs must refer to an age pre- 
vious to the year 1096. It is, therefore, of great importance to 
the historian. 

As we intend to give copious extracts from this little but rare 
MS., our readers will, we trust, content themselves at present 
with the following general description of the contents. 

I. A register of the Jews who were slain and burnt at Worms 
during a ‘‘ religious’’ crusade, or onslaught, or attack (it is diffi- 
cult to find a word expressive of the barbarous proceeding), against 
the Jews who refused to be baptised. This took place previous 
to the memorable 1096 (4856, 13NN), and is likely to refer to the 
date given by the transcriber, the 11th year of the 209th lunar 
eyele, or 3963, corresponding with 203 of the Christian era. 

Then follows a list of Jewish martyrs of 1096 (4856) and of 
1109. At the end of the book is a page, written by another 
hand, containing a list of the martyrs who fell at Achen (Aix- 
la-Chapelle), on the 13th Elul, 4047, or 287 of the Christian 
era, 

Il. A long list of blessings (JU3Y 5), which are historically 
important, as they were recited in the synagogue of Worms to 
invoke the blessings of God on the souls of the martyrs therein 
named, ‘These blessings were accompanied by money-offerings ; 
and the produce was applied to the release of prisoners who. suf- 
fered incarceration on account of religious scruples. Some of 
the blessings were given to the philanthropic members who had 
instituted public and private schools, and who afforded education 
to the humbler classes ; to those who supplied the sacred scrolls 
(WIP MDD) to teach the youths, and to other founders and _pro- 
moters of philanthropic Jewish institutions.? 

A long list of blessings to the departed 
who had distinguished themselves by their public and private 
lives, many of whom had interceded with the government, and by 
their influence succeeded in inducing it to revoke some decrees, 
to remit some heavy fines, to release some prisoners, and often 
respite those who were condemned to the stake or to the scaffold. 
llere we find a list of ancient names known as celebrated Jewish 
authors, such as Rabenu Gershon, Rashi (Jarchi), and many 
eminent Jews of still more ancient date, some of whom lived 
during the completion of the Talmud (known by the title VW), ete. 

[V. A number of blessings on various congregations, far and 
near, and on various provinces in which Jews resided. These 
clues and provinces being specified by name, the blessings are of 
vreat interest to the historian in general, and to the Jews in par- 
ticular. 

These are but the faint outlines of the glowing picture, repre- 
senting not imaginary, but real heroes, who fought the battle of 
the Lord, not offensively, but who, by the.r defensive submission 
to the will of God, and by sacrificing their all, even their lives, 
rather than bow their consciences beneath their tyranvical perse- 
cutors, have rendered their names as immortal as—if not more 
than—those Roman and Grecian heroes, who had a prospect of 
honour-and promotion before them in case of success. Our Jew- 
ist heroes had to expect no honour and no promotion in this life, 
but the prospect of glory and bliss in another world, over 
which truth shall reign, and in which eonscience shall prevail ; 
that prospect alone was brilliant enough to induce them to DIE 
eRe, that they may LIVE YONDER. 


* It is not unworthy of notice, that a blessing was pronounced on those 
who were ** guarded in their speech out of the synagogue, and who did not 
indulge in profane talk during the service, from the time the reader com- 
menced VaRv Jo. ull the conclusion of the service, including owy wp ;” 


sud another Slessing on ** the holy congregation who came early and remained 
late to attend the house of prayer.’ 
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THE CLAMOUR AGAINST SUNDAY LABOUR IN THE 
| POST-OFFICE. 


Tue Standard is determined to make the Jews the target for its 
vindictiveness and hatred. If a revolution breaks out, it is the 
Jews who are the instigators. If a famime prevails in the land, 
it is the Jews who are the cause of it, by buying up the grain. 
If the government introduces an innocent measure for the accom- 
modation of the public in the post-office system, it is the Jews 
who are at the bottom of the “desecration.” The inventive 
genius of the Standard will be fully appreciated by the following 
bit of reasoning, which we extract from that journal of the 
12th inst. :— 


What then is the motive of the wretched ministers for setting themselves 
against the commandment of the Almighty? Look to the connection of 
the head of the government with the /ev interest. The London Jews have 
long complained of the hardship of being compelled to observe two Sabbaths, 
the Christian Sabbath as well as their own, a necessity which excludes them 
from the profitable pursuit of bankers, as well as from other gainful pur- 
suits. They therefore clamour for a relaxation of our Christian Sabbath 
law, sacred as they hold their own. 

We have it upon good authority that more than one Jew bank is organ- 
ised to be opened as soon as the government shall have smoothed the way 
by bringing the Sabbath into contempt. Why not a Sunday trading-bank 
as well as a Sunday working post-office. The Jew banks in Frankfort, and 
everywhere else, we believe, in Germany, are open on the Sabbath; and it 
is the fashion with the Queen’s ministers to imitate the German model in 
everything, even in the name of our co/n. This, however, will not proceed 
farther: we trust to remain so much Englishmen as still to continue Christians, 
On next Sunday, we believe, the work of profanation is to commence in St. 
Martin’s-le-Grand, and then, if our nation be still a Christian nation, will 
the real struggle commence. It must be a// or nothing—an interdict upon 
the Sunday work of all the post-offices of the United Kingdom, or a com- 
plete submission. 


This extract contains as many falsehoods and base calumnies 
as it contains lines. The London Jews never complained “ of the 
hardship of being compelled to observe two Sabbaths ;” and their 
‘clamour for a relaxation of the Christian Sabbath” reminds us 
of the imaginary * Mrs. Harris.” The idea originated in the 
prolific mind of the editor of the Standard. We know nothing 
at all about it, and we suppose no one else does. The same 
inventive genius of the Standard found something out about 
‘Jewish banks.” The Jewish banks to be opened—which the 
malignant writer in the Standard “has on good authority”—we 
need not inform our readers, is a gross imposition on the credulity 
of its white-neck-cloth readers. The Jewish banks opening on 
Sunday at Frankfort and everywhere else, as the Standard 
‘ believes,” is another clumsy falsehood; and the connexion of 
the Jews with the measure suggested by Rowland Hill (to whom 
Great Britain owes immortal grafftude for his penny postage), or 
that of Baron Rothschild with Lord John Russell on the subject 
of the Sunday-work in the post-office, is Just as near as the con- 
nection between the writings of the Standard with the truth. It 
is evident, that the whole movement against the government mea- 
sure is founded on misrepresentation of the facts of the case. 
Lord John Russell signally defeated the machinations of the 
‘‘sacred” clamour by exposing the fallacy of the various allega- 
tions. He showed that it was a measure by which the majority 
of the British community, the middle and lower classes, would be 
benefited; and the farce of the clamour of the deputation ended in 
the Bishop of London’s remark, that “ he was satisfied the 
government would not sanction the measure, if they thought it 
would increase Sunday labour.” 

Now the Standard came too late; it ought to have told the 
Right Rev. Prelate, previous to the interview with Lord John 
Russell, of the exclusive information it possessed in reference to 
the intended Sunday Jewish banks, and to the Sunday banks at 
Frankfort and everywhere else. If Mr. Masterman and Mr. 


Bevan had known this (and they ought to know something about 
banks, at least as much as the Standard knows of them), they 
might have told Lord John Russell of it, and, perhaps, have 
prevented the carrying out of the contemplated measure. It ap- 
pears, however, that, disregardful of the Standard’s exclusive 
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information, the Bishop of London succumbed; and, a week 
hence, a reform, beneficial to the British community, will take 
lace at an establishment of which this country may be justly 
proud, and the Standard may prepare for the occasion the funeral 


dirge of its endeavours to cast odium on the government and on 
the Jews. 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN A POLISH JEW AND A CHRISTIAN 
IN ENGLAND. 

(Continued from Vol. V. page 384.) 
Jew. Iwill now reply to your question, why the Jews were 
vot more faithful to the Poles in the revolution of 1831. You 
will remember, that, in the year 1809, when the Poles, assisting 
the French, struggled with Austria, the citv of Warsaw formed a 
Jewish corps, which it armed and equipped. The colonel of the 
regiment was also a Jew, of the name of Berka. This regiment 
fought so bravely, that many received the iron cross, and man 
others fell on the field of battle. The Jewish Colonel Berka, 
after having given many proofs of his valour, and receiving many 
srders of distinction, was cut to pieces in a wood by the Hun- 
garian Hussars. (The Hungarians have, alas! received a pitifui 
reward for their faithfulness from the Russians.) 

Chr. This fact I well remember, and it is known to every 
Pole. Indeed, the name of this Jewish colonel appears in the list 
of the fifty-two Polish heroes; and his portrait was, among others 
of distinction, published, in the year 1831, to inspire the then 
leaders of the Polish army with courage and emulation of the 
glorious example of ancient heroes. But, alas! not all our leaders 
followed the noble example, but betrayed us to the Russians. 


We cannot, however, name one Jew who energetically supported 


the Polish revolution in 1831. 

Jew. Did not the Jews, immediately after the outbreak of the 
revolution, render considerable support? Did they not declare 
for the Polish cause ? and did not many Jews enlist in the Polish 
ranks? Did not many Jews gratuitously serve in the fortifica- 
tion of Warsaw? Did not many contribute donations towards 
the equipment of the army,etc. 2? But— 

Chr. But, indeed, as soon as the Russians entered Warsaw, 
you altered your policy, and adopted their party; is it not so? 

Jew. No; that is not the case. God forbid. I was going to 
observe something else; but, as you have interrupted me, I must 
tirst reply to your observations, and remark, that the Jews have not 
altered their sentiments in order to adopt Russian politics, because 
they could not prefer Russia to Poland, for two reasons: 1. 
Because the Jews had long experienced the ingratitude of the 
Russian government. . It is well known, that in the years 1812 
and 1813, when the French campaign in Russia took place, the 
Jews were faithful to the Emperor Alexander, though they felt 
an inward attachment towards Napoleon, he having been the only 
monarch who had emancipated the Jews in his dominions; yet 
their loyalty to Alexander was unabated, because the Jews who 
lived in the privileged provinces of Itussia felt happy enough as 
long as no exclusive burdens were imposed on them. Besides, 
they were permitted to carry on every trade, as openly as the 
_ Christian could; they were also allowed to live in the villages, 
and have public houses without a particular license, as well as the 
Christians. Indeed, the Emperor Alexander was very popular 
among the Jews, as he understood how to flatter them. But 
after his return from France, the Jews became convinced, from 
au expression in a ukase, how unkind he was to them.” From 


* When the Emperor Alexander restored the kingdom of Poland, and 
founded it upon a constitutional basis, the Kussian government waa anxious 
to test his sentiments about Poland, whether he regarded her as an inde- : 
pendent state, or not. A question was therefore put to him: “ As a foreign 
jew was not permitted to settle in Russia, how was it to be with a Polish 
Jew? Was he to be considered, in Russia, a native or a foreigner?” The | 
emperor then gave the memorable and base reply, “S:xce the multiplication 
uf the Jews is injurious, it does not matter whether the Jew comes from 
Poland, or from any foreign country.” This decree is found in the Deenik- 


| 


proae (Russian Code of Law) of 1815, vol. i. | 


49 


that time several other ukases appeared, unfavourable for, if not 
oppressive to, the Jews. 


Altogether, from the time when the 
Antiochus of the North marked his ascension to the throne in 
blood, the Jews have suffered persecution and oppression. 2. 
Because the Jews of Poland knew that, as soon as the Poles 
should be subjugated by Russia, the rigorous laws of Russia 
would be extended to Poland, and they would have to enter the 
degrading military service from which they had hitherto been 
exempt, which alone was sufficient to deter the Jew from pre- 
ferring the Russian dominion. 


Chr. For, what reason, then, did you adopt the Russian 
policy ? 
Jew. We did not by any means adopt the cause of the Rus- 


sians ; but we only left your party. 
Chr. I yet want an explanation why ? 
Jew. I will give you that explanation, but you must not 
interrupt me. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


TANCHUM OF JERUSALEM. 
Dinan 

AmonG all the Jewish commentators on the Bible, Tanchum of 
Jerusalem is, without doubt, the least known by the generality of 
Jews. As far as it has been ascertained, R. Tanchum has only 
been cited by one Jewish writer,' himself not much known. The 
fact is, that all his works exist only in the Arabic language, of 
which the succeeding writers understood very little, or nothing 
at all, and therefore this famous writer has been lost sight of ‘by 
them; and his works would have perished, had not the Oxford 
University preserved the only MS, copy at present in existence. 

Tanchum lived at a time when Jewish literature was most 
flourishing. Very little is known when and where he wrote 
his works; but probably in the thirteenth century. He quotes 
the Targumim of Onkelos and Jonathan, and the Targum Jeru- 
shalmi, on the books of Kings*® and Job; the Massorah, the 
Mishna, both Talmuds,? R39 , 839 on the Lamen- 
tations ; Saadia Gaon on the Pentateuch, Isaiah, and Lamentations, 


wart 4) oS) (referred to 
(5 5 S\ He also has made 


use of the Coran,® to which it seems he alludes when commenting 
on the 5th chapter of | Kings. 

It is very probable that R.Tanchum wrote commentaries on 
all the books of the Bible, of which all, with the exception of 
those on the Pentateuch, are, we believe, in existence in only one 
Oxford codex (Pocock, 314). Several people, at different times, 
have copied and used them for their own commentaries, ete.; but 
never has the entire MS. been published. What has been 
published is very little, but shows the value of his works as 
regards the lexicographic and grammatical sense of the passage. 
The commentary on the prophecies of Habakkuk are published in 
the original, with a French translation, by S. Munk ;° and that on 
the Lamentations, by Cureton.’ Specimens of those on the book 


' Samuel ben David, in his commentary on the Pentateuch. Wolf. Bibl. 
lib. i. p. 1093, 

2? Tanchum says, on 1 Sam. xvi.23, the Targum Jerushalmi translates ™™ 
(2 Kingsiii.15) by wan WH. Concerning this Targum, 
comp. Zunz Gottesdienstliche Vortrage, p. 77. 


Which he usually styles i.e. in verbo Majorum. 


Vide 1 Sam. xxv. 18, 1 Kingsi.1, ete. 


* Donash ben Tamim is quoted by Moses ben Ezra. 
> Sura xxvii. 16 ff. 
6 Commentaire de Rab. Tan”houm de Jérusalem sur le livre de Habakkouk, 


| publié en Arabe, avec une Traduction Francaise et des Notes, par 5. Munk, 


1843. 
7 Tanchumi Hierosolymitani Comment. Arabii. in Lamentationes e col, 
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of Judges,* and on the two books of Samuel and Kings, by Theod. 
Haarbrucker.2 The famous English divine, Pocock, has also 
made use of Tanchum in. his different commentaries. 

These commentaries are not the only works which made this 
sage of former ages famous, though now nearly forgotten, since 
there exists also a Lexicon on the Talmud, in three different MSS., 
in the Bodleian Library (Uri, Catal. p. 91, 93,94). This lexicon 
has never been published, and is not noticed, we believe, by 


Jewish writers. The title of this valuable work is gt 4)\ (Al 


Morshid, i. e. “a guide’’!°), wherein all difficult words are ex- 
plained in the Arabic language, and in which R. Tanchum very 
often refers tothe Old Testament, and explains Talmudical words 
by the Arabic. 

Gesenius speaks very highly of this lexicon.'’ We doubt 
not, if this book were to be published, it would not only assist 
the Talmudical student, but also benefit the Biblieal scholar. 


We hope, in a future number, to give specimens of the com- 
mentaries of this author. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


‘Sur,—I feel neither surprised nor annoyed that one of the most 
learned of your contributors should differ from me in opinion on the 
question of ** Plato and Moses.” When I asserted that Plato both 
knew and appreciated the laws of our great legislator, I certainly did 
not thereby mean to insinuate that Plato slavishly copied and imitated 
Moses. A great artist might see and appreciate Michael Angelo’s 
statue of Moses; he might go home and produce an original work of 
great merit, wherein he might display his own abilities to the greatest 
advantage, and he might nevertheless introduce some peculiar feature 
into his work which would leave to a future generation a reasonable 
supposition that he both saw and appreciated the work of Michael 
Angelo; suppose, for instance, he made horns rising from the temples 
of his hero, an adjunct peculiar to Angelo’s statue. 

The Deucalion of Plato certainly appeared to me to be synonymous 
with the Noah of Moses, and in this opinion I am supported by writers 
of celebrity ; take, for instance, Hugo Grotius,who says, in a note to his 
work on ‘‘ The ‘Truth of the Christian Religion,’’—*“ Sisithrus, and 
Ozyges, and Deucalion, are all names signifying the same thing in other 
languages as Noah does in the Hebrew, in which Moses wrote, who so 
expressed proper names that the Hebrews might understand the meaning 
of them. for instance, Alexander, the historian, writing Isaac in Greek, 
calls hin PeAwra, Laughter, as we learn from Eusebius ; and many such 
like we meet with among the historians ; as in Philo, concerning rewards 
and punishments, ‘ The Greeks call him Deucalion, the Chaldeans Noach, 
in whose time the great flood happened.’” And if Plato agrees not 
with Moses in the details of the deluge, that only proves that Plato had 
an opinion of his own. That we may know and appreciate a great 
man, and yet not choose to adopt his notions as our own, in whole 
or in part, is a truism we learn every day ; the readers of the Chronicle, 
who know and appreciate the writings of your reverend correspondent, 
can abundantly testify to this truism. 

If there was no version of the Mosaic laws in the days of Plato (and 
Tadmit that I know of none) it amounts to a certainty that Plato could 
not have read the works of Moses in the original Hebrew, but so long 
as we know that there were plenty of Jews in Egypt, who would at all 
times be ready to give every information to an inquiring stranger 
respecting their great legislator, Plato’s ignorance of Hebrew would 
have been but a slight hindrance to him in his pursuit after knowledge. 

Would Plato condescend to inquire after a barbarian lawgiver ? This 
I answer in the affirmative, as his own words shall testify. “* Clinias. 
The greatest part of Crete, then, endeavours at present to establish a 
certain country, and commits the management of it to the Cnossians. 


But the city of the Cnossians appointed me and nine others to inanage | 


their affairs; and at the same time orders us to establish those laws 
which please us Cretans, and which may be collected from other nations; 
and if those of other nations shall appear to be better than our own, it 


usico Bodleiano Literis Hebr. exegeto descripsit charactere Arabico et 
edidit G. Cureton, M.A., M.p.ccc.xLuit. 


R. T. Hierosolymitani ad dibros V.T. Comment. Arabii. specimen una 


de Annotationibus ad aliquot loco libri Judeum. Tubing, 1791, 4to. 


’ R.T. Hieros. Commt. Arab. ad librorum Samulis et Regnum iiii. locus 
graviorus, An. 1844.. 


Vie recta, que docit ad locum, quo aliquis tendit. Vid. Freitag’s Lexic. 
Arab. vol. ii, p. 152. : 


' Handworterbuch xxiv. Commentar zu Isaiah xi. 
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engages us not to reject them because they are foreign.” —The Law, 
book third, vol. ii. p. 95. : | 

Is there in the works of Plato any doctrine which may be gaid to be 
peculiar to Moses? I believe there are several such. To make, how. 
ever, a positive assertion to the effect that any given law or doctrine is 
peculiar to Moses, and not to be found in any other, would be hazard. 
ing an assertion which nothing but a very great amount of knowledge, 
and at least half a century of reading and study, would justify ; from 
my pen such a positive assertion would be ludicrous. Nevertheless, | 
may be allowed to ask, for information’s sake, from whom but Moses 
did Plato get the idea that the “Gods have ordained for men the remis- 
sion of labour?” In a discourse concerning the deluge, which I quoted 
in a late number of the Chronicle, the “ Guest” is made to ask, “ Do 
ancient discourses possess any truth?” etc. Which are those ancient 
discourses that tell us of a deluge here referred to? From whom but 
Moses did he get his idea about dividing his regions and tribes into 
twelve ? Why does he agree with Moses that each citizen should 
possess an inalienable inheritance in land, of which he could not be 
deprived ? The passage in which Plato says, “ No one shall move the 
boundaries of land, neither that of a neighbouring fellow-citizen nor of 
a neighbouring stranger,” must naturally appear to the Jew very like 
the Mosaic one, Thou shalt not remove thy neighbour's landmark” 
(Deut. xix.14). When we read in Plato, “ Let it likewise be lawful 
for a stranger to partake of these fruits, in the same manner as of 
generous autumnal fruits. If any person more advanced in years tastes 
of these, but does not take them away, let him in the same manner as 
the stranger be permitted to partake of them”—let any man candidly 
say whether it requires a “* mental bias” to fancy a similarity between 
this passage of Plato and the following Mosaic law, which occurs in 
Deut. xxiii. 24: “*When thou comest into thy neighbour’s vineyard, 
then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at thine own pleasure; but shalt 
not put any in thy vessel.” Plato says, “ When any one is condemned 
for thieving, if his own possession, besides his alloted portion, is suffi- 
cient, he shall make a two-fold restitution ; and if he does not, he shall 
be deterred till he has either paid the appointed sum, or persuaded him 
to whom he is indebted to excuse him from paying it.’”’ Moses says 
(Exod. xxii.4), “‘If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, 
whether it be an ox, or ass, or sheep, he shall restore double.” Plato 
says, “If any one detects a thief entering his house by night (for the 
purpose of robbing him), and slay him, let such a one be pure.” 
Moses says (Exod. xxii, 2), ‘If a thief be found breaking up, and be 
smitten that he die, there shall be no blood shed for him; but if the 
sun be risen upon him (i. e., if the robbery was attempted in the day- 
time), there shall be blood shed for him.” 

Now an attempt has been made by M. Le Clerc, the French trans- 
lator of Hugo Grotius, to explain “ wherefore the Attic laws agree with 
many of the Hebrews ; because the Attics owe many of their customs 
to Cecrops, king of Egypt; and because God established many laws 
amonyst the Hebrews very much like those of the Egyptians to which 
they had been accustomed, only reforming such things as were bad in 
them ; as we have often observed in our notes upon the Pentateuch, 
and, before us, John Spencer, in his book upon the ritual laws of the 
Jews.” | 

Satisfactory as these reasons may be to M. Le Clere and others, I 
must say that, to me, they appear to hang on a “ perhaps.” Had M. 
Le Clerc pointed out the very identical customs which we know for a 
certainty to be Cecrops’, as 1 have pointed out those of Moses, I should 
have had more confidence in his assertion. Let any one point out to 
me any source whence it is more probable that Plato derived the above 
laws ; let him show me why Plato should not know anything of Moses ; 
let him teach me, if he heard anything at all of Moses, how it could be 


possible that a man like Plato, who travelled for the express purpose of 


acquiring knowledge, should not have availed himself of every oppor- 
tunity of making himself acquainted with a man, who, though he may 
not have stood so high in the heathen’s estimation as the Jew would 
naturally suppose, must yet have been of sufficient importance in Plato's 
eye, inasmuch as he was a lawgiver, though a barbarian. 

If it is no honour to Moses to have been known and appreciated by 
Plato, it would certainly reflect but little credit on Plato’s judgment to 


suppose that he knew of Moses, and neglected to make himself ac- 


quainted with all ora portion of his doctrines. As aJew, I must think 


that Plato either knew nothing or much of Moses; the laiter is very 
probable, the former very improbable. _ 


I remain, Sir, yours with great respect, 
Hertz Ben PINcHAS. 


“Esq.” at the end of a man’s name is like a curl in a dog’s 
tail—more for ornament than use. 
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‘WERE THE HEBREWS KNOWN TO THE GREEKS BEFORE (not an Egyptian) word Op (the. east). 


THE REIGN OF PTOLEMY PHILADELPHUS? 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—A few weeks ago, the question was started in the Jewish 
Chronicle, whether the Hebrews were known to the Greeks before 
the time of Ptolemy. This query the Rev. J. Oxlee answered in 
the negative. In that same number, I stated that, not only were 
the Hebrews known to them, but that they really were their 
teachers. In order to prove the truth of this assertion, I shall 
first refute the Rev. J. Oxlee’s arguments, and, secondly, give 
additional support to my statement, which, notwithstanding that 
gentleman’s expression of ‘mental bias,” is corroborated by the 
opinion of the most learned men, except Voltaire (Dict. Phil., 
article Juifs), who is no authority at all. 

The Rev. J. Oxlee bases his opinicn on the following points— 

Ist. He states that the Jews are not mentioned by any author 
before the time alluded to. I shall prove the contrary. 

a. Clearchus, a pupil of Aristotle, who thus lived eighty years 
before Ptolemy, says that his teacher, in his travels through Asia, 
had learned much from a Jew (Eusebius, Prop. Evang. c.5; 
Josephus contra App. I. 1. ¢. 8). 

}. Theophrastus, another pupil of Aristotle, calls the Jews a 
people of philosophers (Porphyrius de Abstinentia, 1. 2, N. 26). 

c. Herodotus says, “ The Syrians of Palestine acknowledge 
that they learned the use of circumcision of the Egyptians” 
(Euterpe, 104). “ Nicos obtained possession of Cadytis (i.e., 
Jerusalem), a Syrian city” (Huterpe, 159). He lived two cen- 
turies before Ptolemy. 

d. Hirmipus, a pupil of Pythagoras, who lived 250 years before 
Ptolemy, says that he learned much of the Jews (Josephus contra 
App. 1.22; Origen cont. Cels. I.). 

e. Hecateus, of Abdera, who lived half a century before Pto- 
lemy, wrote a whole book on the Jews (Josephus cont. App. 1. i. 
e.8; Origen cont. Cels. N. 15). 

Although I might find more authors quoted by Eusebius, Philo, 
Clemens, Origen, Josephus, etc.,the preceding are for the present 
sufficient. 

2ndly. The Rev. J. Oxlee says, that he} is confirmed in his 
opinion by a passage in Josephus, which he duly quotes, without, 
however, persuading me that it contains anything opposed to my 
statement; on the contrary, it confirms me in my opinion. Does 
not Demetrius say, ‘‘ that certain have ventured on the attempt?” 
Did not Theopompus attempt to do it previously? And, at last, 
if Ptolemy had not known that there existed a Jewish law, how 
could the idea strike him of having it translated? How weak 
this argument is, may be inferred from its being quoted by Jose- 
phus, who himself was of a different opinion. 

3rdly. The Rev.J.Oxlee says, ‘* Plato could have known 
nothing of the Hebrew or Chaldee languages.”” What foundation 
he has for this argument I cannot conceive. If he means to say 
that the Grecians learned no barbarous tongue, how could Thales 
and Herodotus have spoken with the Egyptians? That the his- 
tory of Deucalion’s* deluge, as given by Plato, differs in some 
measure from Noah’s, must be attributed to the corruption to 
which tradition is liable. I could quote many instances of the 
Greeks corresponding in historical facts with the Bible; but these 
may be said, not to have been received from the Jews, but by 
tradition. 

_ Having thus proved that my opponent's arguments are not 
correct, I goa step further, and shall prove that the Hebrews are 
entitled to the name of ‘‘ instructors of the Greeks,” 

Ist. The Greeks confessed it themselves, as the above-quoted 
passages imply. It is known that they learned the art of reading 
from Cadmus; now this Cadmus is nothing else than the Hebrew 


* It has been remarked to me, that the Greeks and Syrians calling Noah 
“ Deucalion,” confirms my opinion respecting the etymology of Sax, | 
considered it to be the Greek de:xeAor, very similar to Deucalion (Noah), who 
was the first *‘ architect.” | 


The Cabiri, quoted by 
Herodotus, is the Hebrew word 0°35. 

2ndly. Alexander the Great, when in Jerusalem, heard from 
the high-priest the prophecy of Daniel, ete. The inquisitive 
monarch, no doubt, inquired a little more after the laws, which he 
did in all countries. At least his conduct proves it, as he, con- 
forming to the law of Moses, sent away from his army those that 
were married, 

Srdly. Hertz Ben Pinehas has quoted several laws of Plato's 
republic corresponding with the Mosaic law, as respecting the 
night-thief, the paying of double the theft, etc., which cannot 
possibly be attributed to chance. But a decisive proof that Plato 
knew of the Jews is contained in an expression which he puts 
into the mouth of Socrates, ‘‘that for the higher doctrines of 
theology, his disciples must go to the barbarians” (Phado.) Can 
this be applied to the frogs of Egypt or the crocodiles of the 
Nile ? 

Now we often meet with passages which strike us as being 
taken from the Hebrews. Aristotle speaks of the existence of 
only one God; he also says, Oa dexa, ete., “I think that des- 
tiny is God,” and “the three fates mean the past, present, and 
fiiture” (eps xuopov, c.6,7), which is the exact meaning of the 
Hebrew word for “ Lord.” I can further recommend the perusal 
of Thales’ ideas, as given by Cicero (De Nat. Deor. lib, i.e. 10; 
Diog. Laert. lib. i. 35, 36.37). He says, ‘‘ Evening preceded 
the day ;’” this, truly, he could not have heard from his grand- 
mother. | 

I will now satisfy myself with the preceding remarks, reserving 
the remaining proofs till these are overthrown, which I think will 
be a difficult task. Let me, however, be understood; I do not 
mean to say that the Greeks learned from the Hebrews the art 
of making idols, or the mode of producing mummies; this honour 
is due to the Egyptians : but what I sincerely believe is, that the 
philosophy of the Jews enlightened in ancient times the mind of 
the Greeks, in the same proportion as it in the present day 
influences the soul of the Christian and Mohammedan. 

Perceiving that the Rev. J. Oxlee is greatly surprised at my 
quotation from Porphyry, I hasten to acquaint him that Porphyry’s 
works are not all lost. There are yet extant his treatises ‘‘ De 
Abstinentia,” ‘“‘ De Categoris Aristotelis,” Antro Nympha- 
rum,’ ete. 

Among other things, the Rev. J. Oxlee shews the impossibility 
of Plato’s having read the Pentateuch, since he states the world 
to have existed many thousands of years more than Moses tells 
us. In my next I shall show, that not only the Mosaic deserip- 
tion of the creation of the world does not contradict the experience 
of the geologist, but that, without admitting the truth of geology, 
the Mosaic cogmogony is wholly unintelligible. 


Brighton, Oct. 14th, 1849. 


A. FIscuHe.. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


9375 ny 
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak. 


Sir,—The extraordinary impression which the first aspect of 
England makes upon the foreigner who has the good or evil 
fortune of repairing to her shores from the continent, can only be 
conceived by him who has himself felt it. England appears to 
him to be an entirely different world, the inhabitants of which 
have subjected the elements of nature to their service. Air, fire, 
and water, are by them enslaved to serve their purposes, and to 
obey, as it were, their behests, and one might not unjustly apply 


to them the Biblical phrase, omd wx mnn ney 
(Who maketh the winds his messengers, a flaming fire his 
minister). The social affairs of England, compared with 
those of the continent, appear to bear gigantic proportions. 
And so, indeed, appear, in_ particular, the affairs of the 
Jewish community in London, when brought into comparison 
with those of any Jewish community on the continent; which is 
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the more surprising if we consider that community having existed 
for only 150 years, a short time among the Jewish communities 
of Europe. The establishment for baking the Passover-bread, 
and the distribution of it, is the greatest and most extraordinary 
in the world; their numerous charitable institutions of all descrip- 
tions are grand and worthy of notice; so that Queen Victoria 
has, surely, not to regret the restoration of the}Jews in these 
islands under Cromwell. 

However, as there is nothing ‘on earth that can boast of per- 
fection, as not even the great luminary of the day is altogether 
stainless, so there is yet much room for improvement even in 
this great community. I will only refer to a circumstance to 
which my attention has been directed through the perusal of the 
last number of your valuable journal. 

The circumstance to which I refer is a remark of yours, in 
which you regret that the notable MS. of Rashi, mentioned in 
some of your previous numbers, has not been procured by the 
library of the Beth Hamidrash, but has become the property of 
the Bodleian Library at Oxford. I must really beg your pardon 
for differing with you in opinion; but I should certainly have con- 
sidered it a misfortune if that valuable MS. had been doomed to 
be buried in the Beth Hamidrash. I have only to remind you of 
the sad fate which the MSS. of the late Chief Rabbi have met 
with, which are now imprisoned in that library. You are aware 
that no mortal has, as yet, been fortunate enough to get a sight 


of them—really, as if they were calling out xb 
(There shall no man see me and live). I need not mention here 
what has been said about these MSS. in the Orient; their doom 
seems to be—to be consumed by worms. - Thanks to God that 
the said MS. has escaped that cruel doom ; the great commentator 
must have obtained this as a peculiar favour from heaven, and 
among the many obligations we owe to Rashi, we ought to be 
particularly grateful for this last favour. 

Possibly some of your readers may consider these remarks 
bold and intruding, and reproach me in the words of Holy Writ, 
ND INNA (this one fellow came in to sojourn, 
and he will needs be a judge). But he is not a true friend who 
always praises and never censures ; a true friend will praise what 
is worthy of praise, and censure what merits censure, as it is 
written, yan nN... NN (Shall we receive 
good... and shall we not receive evil 7) 

[ have only to add a sincere wish that ‘the Jewish community 
will think of remedying those evils which as yet obscure their 
lustre, so that we might say INI INN 193 ND) 
(And what one nation is like Israel in the land of Britain ?) 

[ remain, Sir, yours, ete. 


London, Oct. Tth, 1849. b. GOLDBERG. 


Zo the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 

Sir,— Your correspondent N.,” in the Chronicle of the 14th 
uit., seems so fully confirmed with the Rev. J. Oxlee’s refutation 
of the existence of demons, that he has thought fit to inelude 
angis; and, furthermore, feels quite assured that “ neither Moses 
nor the prophets after him, not even the Psalmist, ever have 
recourse to any such monstrous ideas.” I therefore wish to ask 
your wei/-assured correspondent N.” (through the kind. in- 
auigence of your journal) to what the prophet Zechariah alludes, 
when he says— 


And he shewed me Joshua the high-priest, standing before theanvel of the 
Lord, and Satan standing at his right-hand to resist him. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even the Lord that hath chosen 


oT rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire *— Zech, 
i. 2. | 


“sy 


He will also find a similar instance in Jobii. In pointing out the 
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above, your correspondent must not imagine that I am a believer 
in goblins, in a‘ Dickens’ ghost story,” in the Furies, or the 
Graces. No; such dreads have long since “died a natura! 
death.” But not to believe in the existence of angels is, I think 
to disbelieve the Scriptures totally; as we have, throughout the 
Pentateuch, numerous recitals of their appearance,’ Believing 
only in their existence is not praying to them as mediators; the 
one is as anomalous to the other as a snowy day in the heighth 
of summer. Probably your able correspondent “N.,” who so 
unhesitatingly wishes to refute their existence, will favour me with 
an explanation of the passages to which I have alluded; for if 
he can clearly illustrate the notion he entertains of their nop- 
existence, I shall then admit my inefficacy in proving the con- 
trary, and shall joyfully acknowledge the merit due to him for 
his learding and erudition, I am, Sir, yours truly, 


Liverpool, Sept. 30, 1849. Spy? DADS 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Dear Sir,—It really appears to me extraordinary to find that, after 
ten years’ talk of the matter, a Jewish synagogue has not yet been 
built at the West-end of London. Very few of the numerous and 
influential families residing there are able to walk on Sabbaths and 
festivals to the places of worship in the City, on account of the great 
distance. Hearing, however, that at last there is a chance of one being 
constructed in the vicinity of Oxford-street, I beg leave to offer to 
the promoters a few suggestions as to several alterations which might 
most advantageously be made, with the consent of our ecclesiastical 
authorities. 'The unnecessary and tedious length of the ritual on 
Sabbaths and festivals fully accounts for the absence of proper devo- 
tion; and to the early hour of commencing the prayers must be attri- 
buted the small number who remain from the opening until the 
termination. Indeed, I am ashamed to own, I have never heard the 
whole of the service; which I do with regret, as some of the most 
beautiful parts are to be found in the selection of Psalms said daily in 
the Temirot, and in which I have not been able to join the congrega- 
tion. From my being so familiar with the last part of the service, I 
have often wished that it might now and then be made the beginning. 
The present ritual could be curtailed by the omission of all useless 
Piutim, and also by all prayers found in the German ritual but not 
inct with in that of the Portuguese, or found in the latter but omitted 
in the former. No ore should be allowed to enter after the service 
has begun, nor to leave until it has finished ; but as numerous difficul- 
ties exist to its commencing at a late hour, on account of reading the 
Shema, | propose that the two services be read ; the first to commence 
at half-past seven, to occupy two hours and a half, and to consist of the 
whole service amended as suggested above. ‘The second service 
might commence at eleven o'clock, and occupy two hours, to consist 
of the reading of the Zorah and the portion of the Prophets, to be 


| followed by a sermon, and to conclude with the Musaph and the rest 


of the usual prayers. In addition, I think Yigdal, the Ten Com- 
nandments, and a selection of Psalms, might be chaunted by a small 
choir and the whole congregation. I suggest that the Minha, or atter- 
noon service, should commence at two o'clock, and should also 
include a sermon furnished by the Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler. He often 
makes a lasting impression on the mind, and an indelible one on the 
heart, by the excellence of the subjects chosen, and his discourses 
frequently heard or read must, in time, produce practically beneficial 
results to the Jewish community. LTalways consider it a great pity 
that the ‘Sabbath Leaves,” printed at my sole expense four years 
ago, were not better supported. In the projected synagogue west- 
ward, no money given should be announced by a Mishberach, but a 
financial statement should be annually published and circulated, con- 
taining the names of the donors, together with an account of the 
income and expenditure. In regard to prayers for the dead (Ascabot), 
some limit ought to be put, as I often hear (during the first eleven 
months) five or six made for one person, whilst others, perhaps equally 
deserving, do not even get one, on account of the absence of friends. 
No compliments should be paid by one person to another, as offering 
money for his health, such proceedings being quite out of character 
in so sacred an edifice. [ am, etc., 


H. GuEepDALLA. 


' Three vengeful females, impersonations of Grief, Terror, and Madness. 


* Three females of exceedingly elegant figure, whose names were Aglaia, 
Thalia, and Euphrosyne.—(rectan Mythology, 


Gen. Xvi. 7; xix.1; xxi.17; xxii. 11, ete. 
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JEWISH PHILANTHROPY. 
(Extract from a Traveller's Annotations.) 


Ar the foot of the Harz there lies a little town, named Seesen, 
well known for the salubrity of its situation, but still more for its 
excellent establishment for the education of youth, It was first 
founded, anno 1801, by J. Jacobson, Esq., at the cost of 61,200 
thalers (£9,000), and intended by him as an institution for 
orphan boys, or those whose parents could ill-afford to pay for 
the education of their children; but the rumour soon having got 
afloat about the excellency of the establishment, a number of 
applications were made by wealthy parents to have their sons 
admitted by paying for them. This being granted, the number 
of applicants so rapidly increased, that it was deemed necessary 
further to extend the premises. It is also only fair to state that 
Mr. Jacobson, though of the Jewish persuasion, had the gene- 
rosity not to exclude any creed, but had a number of free places 
especially set aside for Christian pupils. This liberality has been 
appreciated ; and, on a recent visit I had occasion to pay the 
establishment, I was agreeably surprised to find young gentlemen, 
not only from all parts of Germany, but also from England, 
France, Sweden, etc. The present director, Dr. Ginsberg, is a 
highly educated man, who, through unremitted exertions, seems 
determined, not only to maintain the high reputation the esta- 
blishment already has obtained, but to increase it still further. 
With great kindness and urbanity will he conduct you all over 
the house, the large school and dining rooms, and lofty and airy 
dormitories. The number of paying-boarders is at present 
limited to seventy, and five-and-twenty free-scholars, under the 
guidance of from eight to ten teachers, several of the latter living 
in the house, and taking their meals with the pupils. Independent 
of the above number, almost all the respectable families in the town 
and its vicinity send their sons to the establishment as day- 
scholars. 


BRIGHTON ROYAL LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC 
INSTITUTION. 
On Tuesday evening last, Mr. A. Fischel read to the members of 
the above instiiution an Essay on the Sublimity of Hebrew 
Poetry compared with that of the Greek and Roman Classics. 

Mr. Fischel entered into a minute investigation as to the prin- 
cipal points that are to be considered in comparing the poetical 
productions of different nations, and showed that poetry might be 
considered in a twofold view, viz., the poetry of thought, and that 
of language, 

In analysing the first, he considered the two principal points to 
be—firstly, the objects which strike the poet's imagination ; 
and, secondly, the degree of impression these objects made on 
him. 

He said, the description of minute scientific details belongs to 
the region of philosophy, whilst the thoughts of the poet are not 
bounded by the region of space, his intellect combining all that is 
beautiful in nature. But as the transition of the material to the 
spiritual world is principally the province of religion, it is evident 
that the poetry of each nation is the dauchter of their religious 
notions. The sublime ideas of Deity among the Hebrews are 
thus the great foundation of the superiority in their poetry; and 
this the lecturer illustrated by comparing odes of Hesiod, Horace, 
and Cleanthes, with some of the Psalms of David. 

Mr. Fischel then gave a very exceilent analysis of what con- 
Sututed true venius, and compared the productions of the poets of 
the different nations which were under his consideration, showing 
that the superiority belongs to the Hebrews, which he proved by 
extracts from Homer and Virgil, corresponding with similar 
subjects in Biblical poetry. 

In the second part the lecturer considered the language in 
which the poems are expressed, and then the mode of develop- 
nent, and demonstrated the Hebrew language (as he had proved 
ona former oecasion) to be superior to any other in simplicity 
and expressiveness ; to which must be added, that all the Hebrew 
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words are derived from verbs; and, as verbs or actions are the 
principal life of poetry, he inferred that the Hebrew language is 
more poetical than either the Greek or Latin. 

The mode of development of thought into language was briefly 
treated by Mr. Fischel, by comparing the artificial means made 
use of by the authors in the different nations. 

After having arrived at several conclusions, the lecturer shewed 
that the rules laid down by Longinus and modern authors con- 
firmed his statement, that the Hebrew poetry stood unrivalled in 
sublimity and expressiveness. 

An animated discussion took place afterwards ; and, the lec- 
turer having satisfactorily replied to the various criticisms, a vote 
of thanks was moved by* Mr. Prideaux Rickards, which was 
seconded by Mr. M. L. Phillips, and carried unanimously. — 
Brighton Herald, Oct. 20th. 


THE JEWS IN HUNGARY. 
(From our own Correspondent. ) 
Neustadt, Oct. L4th, 1849. 


I rejoice at being able to communicate to-day some more cheer- 
ing news than in my last. His Majesty the Emperor has remitted 
the contributions of the Jews of Ofen, and we have got rid of the 
monster Haynau, the women-flogger. The news of his recall— 
termed by the Vienna papers * resignation’’——has filled every 
breast with joy. Prince Lichtenstein is a humane being ; indeed, 
we could not have had one more inhuman than Haynau. Yet the 
gloom which the murder of Batthyany and Aulich has left behind 
is indescribable. Their blood will ever be his reproach ; and the 
day of retribution from ‘heaven is sure to come, 

I regret to say, that a new bill of indictment for petty treason 
has been preferred against Dr. Fischof, and he is held to heavy 
bail: The learned doctor writes to a friend of mine, that, if 
justice be strictly dispensed, he has nothing to fear. On the 
other hand, Lam bound to admit that government seems to be 
earnest in carrying out the act of Jewish Emancipation granted 
to us in the revolution. 

The appointment of two. Jewish professors at the principal 
universities has given great satisfaction. Another favourable cir- 
cumstance happened lately at Kuttenberg, the celebrated mining- 
place in Bohemia, where the authorities would have prevented a 
Jew from purchasing landed property. The Jew, however, did 
not mind them, and made a purchase. The authorities appealed 
to the Emperor, and referred to a decree by Maria Therese. 
[lis Majesty, however, replied, ‘* Our times are not like those of 
Maria Therese. The Jews of the present day have equal duties | 
to perform, and therefore, also, equal rights to enjoy.” 

It is also rumoured ii well-informed quarters, that the treat- 
ment of the Hungarian question will be more favourable than was 
at first thought; for which, I hear, we are indebted to the influeuce 
of the British cabinet. 


— 


FRANCcE.—-We perceive, by the Univers Israelite, that a syna- 
cogue of great splendour will shortly be inaugurated at Milhouse, 
towards the erection of which the authorities of the town con- 
tributed 15.000 francs. A hundred and twenty-eight seats have 
been let, whien will produce 17,000 fr., and there are yet some 
to let: so that altogether above 200,000 fr. will be realised, whilst | 
the expenses only amount to 100,000fr. The eongregation of 
Milhouse may, therefore, exclaim like Moses, when the taber- 
nacle was built, * the people bring much more than enough.” 

SrRASBURG.—We read in the Archives Israclites de France, 
that a teacher in the Jewish national school was recently elected 
a member of the National Assembly of France. The pedagogic 
M.P. had to vacate his situation according to Art. 28 of the Con- 
stitution. 

TuRKEY.—ToOLERATION oF THE GOVERNMENT.—A letter 
from Damascus informs us that a firman was recently issued 
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at Constantinople inviting the communites who do not profess — 


Mohammedanism to choose their own members for the Divan 
(municipal council). As a matter of course these elections were 
proceeded with accordingly, and the elected, with the exception 
of one individual of the community of non-conforming Greeks, 
received the confirmation of the Pacha, as well as of the members 
of the council. Jews and Christians thus participate in the civil 
privilege. 

New Orveans.—The Univers [sraelite informs us that prayers 
of thanksgiving were offered up, by order of the president, on the 
9th of August, in the synagogues as well as in the churches, on 
the occasion of the abatement of the cholera in the United States. 


ViennA.—Dr. Jacob Goldenthal has just been appointed Pro- 
fessor of the Hebrew and Rabbinical Language and Literature at 
the University of Vienna, and Dr. Wolfgang Wesseley has been 
appointed to a similar professorship at the University of Prague. 


Acqut (SArpiniA), 24th Aug.—Yesterday the Jews of this 
city assembled in the synagogue to perform a funeral service in 
honour of the late Charles Albert. The young Rabbi, Salomon 
Debenedetti, delivered an eloquent sermon on the solemn occa- 
sion. Several Catholics attended the Jewish service. 


AnconA.—The Constituzionale of Trieste states a fact which 
has excited the indignation of all classes of the population. The 
Prolegat, M. Savelli, summoned several Jews, and demanded a 
forced loan of 12,000 scudi; but as their means did not allow 
them to comply with the demand, he had them arrested and 
thrown into a dungeon, and, had it not been for the intervention 
of General Wiimpfen, they would not have been liberated. 


MARRIAGE IN THE last 
was appointed for the wedding, at Frankfort-on-the- Maine, of Baron 
William de Rothschild, son of Baron de Rothschild, of Naples, to 
a grand-daughter of Bb. Solomon de Rothschild, of Vienna. Nearly 
all the members of the houses of Rothschild at Vienna, Naples, 
London, and Paris, came to Frankfort to attend the solemn cere- 
mony. Sir Moses and-Lady Montefiore were also present. The 
bridegroom is very young and handsome. It is most remarkable, 
however, that he attends very little to business, but is most! 
engaged in religious study, and in the affairs of Jerusalem. He 
is a punctual attendant at the synagogue twice every day of the 
week, and wherever he goes is accompanied by his Hebrew tutor. 
Indeed, his incessant devotion to the religion of his ancestors has 
secured for the young Baron a universal reputation. 


Western Jewisu Girvs’ Scuoor.— The annual 
general Meeting of the subscribers was held on Sunday, Oct. 14, 
at the school-room in Dean-street, Soho, for the purpose of 
receiving the annual report of the committee, and for electing 
honorary officers for the ensuing year. The report shows that 
the school is progressing favourably, that eighty-six pupils have 
been admitted, eleven of which have left during the past year. 
The public examination has been postponed until the ensuing 
spring, at the suggestion of several influential subscribers, who 
are out of town at this season of the year. The committee pur- 
poee to have a ball in December next, in aid of the funds of this 
school and the Western Jews’ Free School for Boys, the proceeds 
to be divided between the two institutions, which are now under 
nearly the same management. The president and committee 
having been unanimously re-elected, a vote of thanks was passed 


to the visiting committee of ladies, after which the business ter- 
minated. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
“ Taivé” will please to forward his name and address, én confidence. 
‘* Bristol.”—The postage-stamps were received for the advertisement. 


An Apprentice 
bby to the Wholesale Haberdashery, Toy, and General Fancy Trade. 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 
Institution, 
SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 


N THURSDAY Evening next, Nov. lst, Dr. EDWIN LANKESTER wij 


deliver his Second Lecture on the NATURAL HISTORY op 
CREATION. 


Admission to Non-Members ls. Members’ Tickets to admit their Friends 
6d. each. 


On Tuesday Evening next, Oct.30th, a Meeting of the DISCUSSION 
CLASS will be held, at Eight o'clock, for the ELECTION of CHAIRMAN, 
Terms of Subscription 20s. and 30s. per Annum. | 


MORRIS S. OPPENHEIM, Secretary, 


Orphan Charity for Clothing, Educating, and 
Apprenticing Fatherless Children. 


HE Committee of the above Institution give notice, that there are at 
present Vacancies for Three Boys to receive Clothing and Education, 


and to be Apprenticed. Further particulars may be obtained on application 
to the Secretary, No. 5, Houndsditch. 


By order, 


S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


R. HENRY SAMUEL, M.R.C.S.L., etc., 39, Mansell Street, Goodman’s 
Fields, has a Vacancy for a well-educated Youth as an out-door 
Pupil. Premium a secondary consideration. 
October 24th, 1849. 


The late Fire in London Wall. 


HE Committee for relieving the Sufferers by the above Fire have great 


pleasure in acknowledging the following Subscriptions from. their 
brethren of the Jewish faith:— 


Nathaniel Montefiore, Esq. . 
W. and Co. .. 010 
Anonymous (Portsea), per Jewish Chronicle . 0 5 0 


Signed, on behalf the Committee, 
C. LACY, Chairman, 
Rector of All Hallows, London Wall. 


Hebrew Teacher. 


ANTED, a Resident Teacher, to assist in the Instruction of the Hebrew 
Language. Apply to Mr. Neumegen, Gloucester House, Kew, Surrey. 


Wedding Presents.—Papier Mache. 


HE greatest variety and the most tasteful of this fashionable article, sold 
at Wholesale Prices, at the Manufacturers, Salmonand Bose, 
420, Oxford Street, near Soho Square; viz., Pearl inlaid Chess 
and Flower Tables, £1 10s.; Chairs, 14s.6d.; Pool Screens, £1 5s.; Tea 
Trays, with Pearl, £1 ls. per set; Work-boxes, from 15s.; Writing-desks, 


£1. 12s.; Knitting-boxes, 10s.; Port-folios, 7s.; Card-cases, 7s., etc. The 
Trade and Country Dealers supplied. 


a ewish Commercial Boarding and Lodging 


house, 
No. 44, Paradise Street, opposite the Town Hall, Birmingham. 


\ RS. SINAURS gratefully returns thanks for the Patronage she has 

received since the opening of her Establishment to her Friends, Com- 
mercial Travellers, and Strangers, and trusts by strict attention to the comfort 
of those Gentlemen who may visit Birmingham, to insure a continuance of 


their favours, and, combined with economical terms, to merit a share of 
public patronage and support. | 


Wanted, 


N the Jewellery and Fancy Business, a Young Woman of respectable con- 

nections. She must be highly recommended. One who has been 

accustomed to the above business would be preferred. Apply, personally oF 
by letter, to Messrs, A. Levy and Co., 39, College Gréen, Bristol. 


As Cook and Housekeeper. 


Foreign, Well-educated Young Person, of the Jewish persuasion, con- 
_Versant with English, French, and German, is desirous of meeting with 

a Situation as Cook and Housekeeper. She has been two years in her pre- 
sentemployment. A Lady desirous of a confidential person would find this 
an excellent opportunity. Address, C. M., No.79, Fenchurch Street, London. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, Lond 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be bad, at the Jewish Chronicle Offices 


Apply to L. Ahlborn and Co., 48 and 50 Whitechapel, Liverpool. 24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London, Friday, October 26, 1849. 
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